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Aspiring to Remind Lawyers

of the Values and Ideals That
Brought Them into the Profession

By Ted Stellwag

ummer Sundays started
early in South Hero,

Vt., a resort town

on Lake Champlain.

A young man with a

trumpet played an old
hymn, rousing guests from their cabins
and disturbing the morning stillness of
the lake. The hymn was “O Day of Rest
and Gladness.” The 13-year-old trumpet-
er was Clifford Haines. Fifty-one years
later he is about to become president of
the Pennsylvania Bar Association.

“I waited tables there in the summers
before college. They needed somebody
to play at flag-raisings and the hymn on
Sundays,” Haines recalls. “I wasn’t much
of a trumpet player.”

Clifford Edward Haines, 64, heads
Haines & Associates, an eight-lawyer civil
litigation firm in center city Philadelphia.
He gave up the horn long ago but
remains an early riser, balancing a busy
practice with bar work and an eclectic
assortment of interests. “My best thinking
is done when everybody else is asleep,” he

Clifford E. Haines,

115th president of the PBA,

here shown at the National
Constitution Center, Philadelphia

says. “It’s just me and the dogs walking
through the park.”

Haines grew up in Cheltenham, one
block north of the Philadelphia border.
Archie Mackenzie Haines, his father, was
the comptroller for a tool manufacturer.
His mother, Elsie Smith Haines, worked
for a bank, where she mer her husband,
and later became a stay-at-home mom.
Haines describes himself as “the
proverbial left-handed, only child.”

He adds with a wry grin: “That explains
alot.”

Some of his best early memories, he says,
are of summer visits to his grandparents’
home in Absecon near the New Jersey
shore. Haines remembers it as “a special
kind of place.” His grandfather, a retired
Coast Guardsman, took him fishing. A

cousin joined in the backyard adventures.

“It was tremendous to run barefoot
through the neighborhood,” he says.
“That played a role in who and what
Iam.”

Haines went to Cheltenham High School

and played left guard on the football
team. He was much impressed by two
teachers who were passionate about
their subjects, Latin and history.
“They inspired you by the virtue of
their own inspiration,” he says.

Haines was nudged toward a career in the
ministry by the dynamic preaching of his

“The PBA is ...

a vehicle to help
lawyers fulfill those
aspirations they
believe in.”
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For the past 20
years, Haines has
taken cases from
the Philadelphia
Volunteers for the
Indigent Program.
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Cliff Haines and family in front of the Philadelphia Museum of

Art, from left, son Kyle, daughter Lauri, son Mackenzie, wife Julie
and daughter Catharine, with the family dogs, Baye, left, and Blue

pastor, a former major league pitcher.
Then his father’s job uprooted the

family to suburban Pitsburgh. It was an
unhappy move for the high school junior.
His grades suffered, but he was accepted
at Muskingum, a church-affiliated college
in Ohio.

Haines was a speech major still
contemplating the ministry when he saw
“Elmer Gantry,” the 1960 film about a
revivalist preacher. “I realized I liked
worldly things too much to make the
ministry a satisfying career,” he says.

A debate course led him to a law library
for research. Haines recalls the “old,
musty books [and] how things were
analyzed and dissected and decisions
made. I thought it was really cool.”

He enrolled at Ohio State University
College of Law but was drafted for a
two-year hitch in the U.S. Army. Haines
was assigned to a tank division and
promoted to sergeant. He expected to go
to Vietnam but spent his Army time in
Colorado: “Nobody could figure out what
to do with tanks in the jungle.” After
Martin Luther King was assassinated in
1968, he was on the periphery of riots in
Washington, D.C., riding in an open jeep
with a rifle but no bullets.

He was discharged from the service and
started law school, aided by the GI Bill.
Haines took to the law: “It has common
sense logic. I worked hard and surprised
myself.” While at Ohio State, he
witnessed campus riots following the
1970 Kent State tragedy. From thart time
he also recalls a speech by Woody Hayes,
the legendary Ohio State football coach,
on the responsibility of lawyers under the
rule of law. “It was a very stirring,

thoughtful speech,” Haines says, still
moved by it four decades later. “He’s my
hero, despite what happened when his
health failed.”

Cliff Haines graduated from law
school cum laude in 1971 and was
recruited to join the Philadelphia districe
attorney’s staff under Arlen Specter. He
was sworn in with a banner class that
included current Chief Justice of
Pennsylvania Ronald D. Castille and
Commonwealth Court President Judge
Bonnie Brigance Leadbetter. “It was an
interesting group,” Haines recalls.

“We were ‘Arlen’s darlin’s.” ”

He shared an office with Edward G.
Rendell, starting a long friendship with
the future DA and governor. “Eddie’s
proclivity for strays includes just about
every dog he ever owned,” says Haines.
“He took me under his wing and was
very supportive.” After just three years,
Haines became chief of the homicide
unit, handling headline murder cases.

Haines prosecuted Theodore Moody
who was sentenced to death for murder.
The death penalty was declared
unconstitutional in Commonwealth v.
Moody in 1977 bur later reinstituted.
“It was my only death penalty case,”
Haines says. “It’s very sobering to stand
in front of a jury and ask them to
sentence someone to die. 'm not
convinced [execution] was the right thing,
although the murder was horrendous.”

In 1980, Haines moved to the
Philadelphia firm of Litvin, Blumberg,
Matusow & Young, now defunct. He
started his own firm 24 years later: “I

Continued on page 40
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The role of the bar: “The PBA is not a trade
organization or a union. It’s a professional
association, ... a vehicle to help lawyers fulfill those
aspirations they believe in. 'm not suggesting we
abandon nuts and bolts member benefits, but that
ought not be the focus.”

The voice of lawyers: “Over time 1 came to realize
that the PBA is the voice of lawyers in Pennsylvania
because it is so much more diverse. The interests we
represent are so different. We must get beyond pertty
issues and advance those lawyer issues that are
common to the profession.”

Lawyering: “I'm a lawyer first and a trial lawyer
second. I'm on the plaintiff’s side because that’s
where the opportunity was. In many respects it’s
consistent with my social philosophy, but it’s not a
cause for me. | don’t drink the Kool-Aid.”

Leadership: “A leader is the person at the head of the
line making a decision about what direction to go.
The key is not only to make wise choices but to
insure that everybody is with you. Otherwise you're
just flailing around on your own.”
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